New NOAA
Weather Wire Service During 2012

NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS) is the only data dissemination system
operated by NWS that can deliver weather warnings and watches from all WFO
and National Centers to users within 10 seconds of issuance time. A change isin
the works for the management and operation of this system, which is of vital
importance to users and re-distributers of NWS products.

Beginning Sept. 2011, the NWWS will initiate transition to the next-generation
system currently known as the Weather Radio Improvement Project

(WRIP). WRIP test and evaluation activities will involve integration testing between
WRIP and users in the near future and require a period of evaluation to ensure a
smooth transition. The new system will operate like the current system does, with
dissemination of weather data via either (1) C-band satellite, (2) using an Internet-
based method known as the “Open Interface”, or (3) through the International
Justice and Pubic Safety Network (NLETS). NWS will coordinate activities to
ensure a smooth transition from the existing service to the new WRIP provided
service.

C-band satellite users can continue to re-use the outdoor antennas they already have
in place (which will not require re-pointing), but will need a new satellite receiver,
new Low Noise Block Converter (LNB), and new (or modified) weather data display
software. Open Interface users will need the new (or modified) display software.
The NLETS system is a private law enforcement/emergency management network
not open to the general public.

More information about the transition to the new system will be provided in the
near future on the Weather Wire website at http://www.weather.gov/nwws/

During the transition to the new system, your cooperation will be appreciated as we
will need to work collectively to ensure a smooth changeover. Please feel free to
contact us for more information about the upcoming change. When it is verified
that the new system is operational and working properly, the old system (operated
under contract with Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) for the past 12 years)
will be decommissioned (turned off), but this will not happen until early 2012 (at the

earliest).

Thank you.

Contact at NOAA/NWS
Marty Baron (NOAA, NWWS Program Manager)
Tel. 301-713-0644 X137, email martin.baron @noaa.gov
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